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This report was prepared by the Belarusian Students’ Association in cooperation
with the Belarusian Independent Bologna Committee to inform concerned parties
on the repressions in the Belarusian academia and is a continuation of the report
on violations in the academia during the period of August-December 2020.

This document is not intended to be an exhaustive source of evidence of
persecution but was created to facilitate understanding of the depth of
repressions and the degree of involvement of university administrations in it, as
well as for use in raising awareness of violations of the rights of academics in and
outside of Belarus in 2021. All materials are collected directly from independent
university student associations that are part of the BSA, as well as from open
online sources of information. All statistics are taken from the Honest University
database and include the entire period from 2020 to the present. The report also
contains recommendations for European actors to work on all the violations
mentioned in the document.
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data from the report is possible only if the source is indicated.
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Student Case

In 2021 Student Case trials took place after 6 months of waiting in the pre-trial
detention center No.l1 in Minsk. The trial began on May 14, 2021 and ended on July
16, 2021 with a sentence of 2 and 2.5 years in prison for the defendants. Judge
Marina Fedorova sentenced the defendants to the following terms of
imprisonment:

e Ksenia Syramalot, a former BSA Press Secretary and expelled BSU student — 2
years and 6 months in prison,;

¢ Yahor Kanetski, a former BSU student — 2 years and 6 months in prison,;

o Illia Trakhtenberg, a former BSU student — 2 years and 6 months in prison,;

o Tatyana Yakelchyk, a former BSU student — 2 years and 6 months in prison;

o Kasia Budzko, a former BSPU student — 2 years and 6 months in prison;

e Yana Arabeika, a former BSPU student — 2 years and 6 months in prison;

e Viktoria Hrankouskaya, a former BNTU student — 2 years and 6 months in
prison;

¢ Anastasia Bulybenka, a former BNTU student — 2 years and 6 months in prison;

o Maria Kalenik, a former BSAA student — 2 years and 6 months in prison;

e Alana Gebremariam, a former BSA Secretary of External Affairs and BSMU
graduate — 2 years and 6 months in prison,;

e Volha Filatchankava, a former BSUIR professor — 2 years and 6 months in
prison;

e Hleb Fitzner, a former MSLU student — 2 years in prison.

This is exactly what prosecutors Anastasia Maliko and Roman Chebotarev
requested, charging the suspects with Pt. 2 of Art. 17 (“a crime committed by a
group of persons by prior agreement”) and Pt. 1 of Art. 342 of the Criminal Code
(“active participation in group actions that grossly violate public order”).



https://zbsunion.by/studpolitzek/en
https://spring96.org/ru/news/104327

BSMU

In total at BSMU there are one politically imprisoned student, 18 expelled students,
6 students deprived of scholarships and/or dorm rooms and 8 professors who lost
their jobs due to political views. Dozens of others were subjected to various kinds
of pressure.

According to the BSMU independent student association, an activist of the BSMU
Free Trade Union — Anastasia Mahomet, faced difficulties with first job placement
procedure. special conditions were created for her assignment to the job by the
dean of the Faculty of General Medicine (FGM) — Aleksey Igorevich Volotovski and
the head of the legal department — Natalya Fedorovna Chistaya. They changed the
place of the assignment from Minsk to Mogilev, without giving weighty arguments
and violating deadlines by complicating the issuance of certain important
documents.

In addition, Maria Aleshko, who was expelled in 2020 at the first year on the FGM
and after that went to study at the University of Vytautas the Great (Lithuania),
upon returning home in the summer of 2021, was arrested and later sentenced to
15 days under Art. 19.1. "Hooliganism".

During the founding conference of the League of Student Associations of Belarus,
OMON officers burst into the hall and arrested many student activists, among
them were representatives of the BSMU free student union — Anastasia Mahomet,
Stanislav Senyukovich, Leila Meftah, Anna Karpenko. Some of them were later
released while Stanislav Senyukovich was sentenced to 15 days of arrest.

Aside from persecution of students for political reasons, BSMU violates the rights
to fair assessment of students' achievements. For example, according to the
information of the BSMU local student association, a lecturer Pereverzev Vladimir
Alekseevich raised the marks of the vaccinated for the colloquium. In addition, the
state uses the cheap labor of students in risk areas in clinics and hospitals
designated for COVID patients, namely 6-year students are forced to work for free
or for very low pay in the risk area. Furthermore, a number of students are forced
to work illegally as assistant doctors, nurses, after the 4th year as paramedics, in
many cases exceeding the time norm under the pretext of field practice, which is
not in the curriculum for the 6th year.



https://svaboda.global.ssl.fastly.net/a/31450173.html
https://www.bsmu.by/page/11/208/
https://www.bsmu.by/page/6/260/
https://spring96.org/ru/news/103856
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7icjhtdObc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7icjhtdObc
https://t.me/dumkame/2062
https://t.me/dumkame/2063
https://www.bsmu.by/page/11/1587/
https://t.me/ruparbdmu/2391

At the university, all lectures are still held exclusively offline and no measures have
been taken to prevent and monitor the spread of COVID-19 at the university.

A post of Vice-Rector for Security and Human Resources was established at BSMU.
This post was taken by a KGB officer, Sinelnikov Dmitry Igorevich. He is
responsible for the crackdowns on student demonstrations at the university.

The rector of the Belarusian State Medical University, Sergey Rubnikovich, is
included in the EU sanctions list for participating in repressions.



https://t.me/ruparbdmu/2347
https://svaboda.azureedge.net/a/31318409.html

BSUIR

At BSUIR, one student and one lecturer were recognized as political prisoners, 18
students were expelled, 6 professors were fired and many others were subjected to
pressure.

A student Jan Solonovich, who worked for the KGB and who by December 15, 2020
had had eight sentences for 15 administrative offenses, was released without
explanation on January 25, 2021. He left Belarus and gave an interview in which he
described the inhuman conditions in one of the detention centers in the city of
Minsk.

A student Artyom Vinokurov, arrested in the fall of 2020, was sentenced to 3 years
of correctional labor. He managed to leave Belarus by crossing the Lithuanian-
Belarusian border after he was released from the courtroom on his own
recognizance.

A student, Ivan Kononovich, was detained and released without a record. Also
another unknown student was detained while trying to display the national flag,
but was released without a record on the same day.

On March 27, 2021, BSUIR students were detained. For some, records were drawn
up and they were released, some were sentenced to days of arrest. Stanislav Kmit
was among them. He was sentenced to 15 days of arrest and expelled from the
university after reprimands and pressure from the administration.

In BSUIR there were cases of pressure on the whole group for white-red-white
(WRW from now on) wallpapers on the computer desktop in the classroom and
WRW stickers.

Aleksey Mochalov, a student of the Faculty of Computer-Aided Design (FCAD),
was sentenced to a 1.5 years confinement for insulting a GUBOP officer, under Art.
369 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus.

The university administration illegally forced students to sign undated voluntary
withdrawal forms, meaning students who participated in the forest hike Forest
Kvest, organized by the BSUIR student council. The scandalous video from the
hike was published on Telegram.


https://nashaniva.com/?c=ar&i=264538&lang=ru
https://prisoners.spring96.org/ru/person/jan-salanovicz
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1339
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ejuQ06BoLQe5ag8P5tq3B-_0FGKBunWc/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5UxLBU-Ik0
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1301
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1449
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1458
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1467
https://telegra.ph/Stanislav-Kmit-prikaz-na-otchislenie-01-17
https://telegra.ph/Stanislav-Kmit-prikaz-na-otchislenie-01-17
https://telegra.ph/Kmit-i-Tvardovskij-u-dekana-01-17
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1507
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1505
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1505
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1518
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1311
https://dev.by/news/bogush-o-skandale-na-posvyaschenii-v-bguir

A student Darya Kozlovskaya was twice sentenced to administrative arrest, during
the first arrest she was in a punishment cell. After the first arrest she had
conversations with the vice-rector for security Igor Azarov and vice-rector for
educational work Dmitry Kuznetsov, where she was asked about the local student
association of BSUIR. She managed to flee the country before the second
detention.

A student, Ivan Nikonov, was detained in the fall of 2021 for participating in a
march in 2020. He was sentenced to 3 years of correctional labor. Ivan is
recognized as a political prisoner.

The dean of the FCAD, Dmitry Likhachevsky, opposed the transition of classes to
online during the pandemic and threatened students who signed the transition
application. The deputy dean of the Faculty of Computer Systems and Networks,
Vladimir Login, handed out summonses to the prosecutor's office for a “preventive
conversation” with students. Likhachevsky also demanded lists of detained
students who attended the court in the "Student Case" for their expulsion.

Former Associate Professor of the IRT department Aleksey Rak was sentenced to a
total of 20 days of arrest under Art. 23.34. and 23.4. Code of Administrative
Offences.

On April 26, 2021, Maksim Porkhun, an assistant at the ECF department, was
detained, and before the trial in the “Student Case”, conversations were held with
students in the prosecutor’s office. Also on May 14, 2021, during the trial and on
May 16, 2021, students were massively detained.

BSUIR also fired the dean of the FCSN Natalya Bobrova for political reasons.

It is important to note that not all cases of pressure on students are mentioned in
the report; details of each of them can be found on the Fair BSUIR Telegram
channel.



https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1776
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1718
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1756
https://telegra.ph/Nikanov-Ivan-Prigovor-01-11
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1777
https://www.bsuir.by/ru/fkp/likhachevskiy-d-v
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1327
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1469
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1585
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1309
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1546
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1571
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1582
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1592
https://dev.by/news/dekanu-fksis-ne-prodlili-kontrakt
https://t.me/fairBSUIR

BSAM

Students Konstantin Akinchits (March 5, 2021) with two reprimands (insulting the
vice-rector and missing PE classes) and, according to the local student
association, Artem Tsyos (November 1, 2021) for missing classes were expelled
from BSAM. Rector Dulova Ekaterina Nikolaevna signed the expulsion orders, at
the moment she works as the director of the National Opera and Ballet Theatre of
Belarus.

According to the local student association, special conditions were created for
graduate Mikhail Nikolaychik's assignment, not taking into account several years
of experience in the State Philharmonic, where he wanted to be assigned. It is also
important to note that the Ministry of Culture forbade the director of the
Philharmonic to issue a personal request for Mikhail. It is noteworthy that the
university already has a steady practice of assigning people according to their
place of work. As a result, he was assigned to a team that did not exist on a
permanent basis, where sometimes he was alone in the office for 8 hours.

According to the information of the local student association, there were cases of
expulsion of students with a later reinstatement, as well as students Nina
Matushkina and Yaroslav Bondarchuk were forced to write an application for
academic leave after they played music in the underpass, which was disliked by
passing police officers.



https://teletype.in/@honest.people/honest_students

BSU

At the moment, 13 students have been recognized as political prisoners at BSU. At
least 25 students were expelled. 182 facts of exerting pressure on students were
recorded. 94 students received reprimands. 27 students lost scholarships or places
in dormitories. 30 professors lost their jobs for their political stance.

Politically imprisoned BSU student Evgeny Kalinovsky, who was detained in the
summer of 2020, was sentenced to 4 years in a penal colony on January 16, 2021.

Student Artem Boyarsky was rudely detained by GUBOPIK in the dormitory, later
he was given 25 days of arrest. Furthermore, he was forced to make a confession
on the Telegram channel of the pro-state journalist. In June, Artem was expelled
from BSU. As a result, Artem received 5 years in a penal colony on charges of
creating and leading an extremist group and participating in actions that grossly
violate public order.

An expelled BSU student Sofya Morgunova was detained after a denunciation by a

BSU guard, although the girl was not even on campus. She was later sentenced to
15 days of arrest.


https://www.currenttime.tv/a/belarus-prigovor-4-years-student-omon/31049035.html
https://belsat.eu/ru/news/15-05-2021-on-ne-hotel-stat-vtorym-romoj-bondarenko-kto-takoj-artem-boyarskij-stipendiat-fonda-lukashenko-kotorogo-obvinili-v-ekstremizme/
https://www.dw.com/ru/za-chto-v-minske-sudjat-studenta-himika-artema-bojarskogo/a-59967206
https://www.kp.ru/online/news/4212396/

During the founding conference of the League of Student Associations on March 5,
the police came over. As a result, about 30 people were detained. Among them
were 5 BSU students. Three of them later received administrative arrests.

On March 2, the police came to the BSU dormitory and detained two students,
Alexander Parshankov and Alexander Novikov. Parshankov was released after
interrogation, but Novikov was sentenced to 15 days of arrest.

On March 24, in one of the BSU buildings a large WRW flag was hung out of the
auditory room window. As a result, OMON were called, the students were kept in
the classrooms.
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On March 25, student Aleksandra Guzovskaya was detained in the dormitory. On
that day, 9 other BSU students were also detained, two of whom were released. The
rest received administrative arrests.

At the BSUfest student festival, two BSU students Robert Kazak and Violetta
Ludchik were detained. As a result, Robert received 15 days of arrest, and Violetta
received a fine of 100 basic units (about $1200) for a WRW sticker on her laptop.

On June 1, students of the BSU Faculty of Applied Mathematics and Computer
Science Saveliy Dubovik and Olga Voitovich were expelled from the university
Previously, they had been detained on the first day of the trial in the “Student
Case”. Shortly after being expelled, Saveliy was detained again and received 15
days of arrest.



https://naviny.online/new/20210305/1614966842-v-minske-na-uchreditelnuyu-konferenciyu-ligi-studencheskih-obedineniy-liso
https://nashaniva.com/?c=ar&i=269197
https://belaruspartisan.by/life/529678/
https://naviny.online/new/20210325/1616663386-siloviki-zaderzhali-lidera-molodogo-fronta-denisa-urbanovicha
https://t.me/BSU97association/1450
https://reform.by/225824-studentku-zaderzhannuju-za-naklejku-na-noutbuke-oshtrafovali-na-2900-rublej
https://nashaniva.com/?c=ar&i=273961&lang=ru

During the presentation of diplomas at BSU, graduate Ekaterina Vinnikova
thanked Maksim Znak in her speech. She was later arrested. The court found her
guilty of violating the rules for holding mass events and sentenced her to 15 days
of arrest.

On September 1, 2021, a former BSU student Daria Chaiko was detained and later
sentenced to 2.5 years of correctional labor.

A student Daniil Kostyukevich was detained in a dormitory in Minsk in a criminal
case initiated for comments on the Internet after the death of KGB officer Dmitry
Fedosyuk and IT specialist Andrei Zeltser in a Minsk apartment. Another BSU
student, Vladimir Zapolskikh, was detained in the same case. Both students were
recognized as political prisoners.

Zlata Yanukovych, a 3rd-year student of the Faculty of Chemistry, was detained.
She was later forced to take part in a “repentant” video. On December 24, a court in
Minsk sentenced Zlata to three years of confinement. Yanukovych was found
guilty under a criminal article on the organization and preparation of actions
grossly violating public order.



https://news.zerkalo.io/life/436.html
https://prisoners.spring96.org/ru/person/darja-czaiko
https://prisoners.spring96.org/ru/person/daniil-kascjukevicz
https://prisoners.spring96.org/ru/person/uladzimir-zapolskikh
https://www.dw.com/ru/v-belarusi-uchastnicu-protestov-2020-prigovorili-k-3-godam-ogranichenija-svobody/a-60253669

Anastasia Voytovich, a student of the Faculty of History at Belarusian State
University (a year earlier she had been expelled from MSLU for political reasons),
was detained on November 24, 2021. A video of her appeared on one of the
propaganda Telegram channels, from which it follows that she is accused of
participating in a "coupling" at one of last year's protests.

On January 29, a BSU employee Svetlana Volchek and her husband Mikhail were
detained and later sentenced to 14 and 15 days respectively. They were the
creators of the BSU protest Telegram channel. Also on that day professors, Olga
Kovalevskaya and Pavel Petrov were detained. That day Lukashenko visited BSU.

On February 9, Yaroslav Kot, a resigned BSU professor, was detained, his home
searched. He was later sentenced to 15 days of arrest.

A BSU professor Denis Tushinsky was fired from the university during his second
detention.

The contract was not renewed with Alexander Radyna, a professor who had
worked for 23 years at BSU.

In addition, the mother of Viktor Babariko’s lawyer, Elena Laevskaya, was
dismissed from BSU. She later sued BSU for wrongful dismissal. The court did not
give a positive decision in Elena Laevskaya's lawsuit against the university.

A BSU professor, Ksenia Martul was detained in Minsk. According to information
from eyewitnesses, “men in black” came to the Faculty of Journalism of the BSU
right during the classes and took her to the ideologist's office. After that, the
lecturer did not appear in the auditory room. A “repentant” video with Ksenia
Martul appeared on the GUBOPiIK Telegram channel. She said that she had
participated in protest actions in 2020, and was detained for sending information
from “extremist” Telegram channels in her personal correspondence. In addition,
at the beginning of the video she said that she “had been” a professor at Belarusian
State University, and her salary “had been 800 rubles” — in the past tense. Even
though just that afternoon Martul was teaching students.

In August, 23-year-old professor of the Lyceum of BSU Aleksey Minov was
detained. The detention was carried out by GUBOPIK operatives. The professor
was suspected of organizing and preparing actions that grossly violate public
order or actively participating in them. He was sentenced to 3 years of correctional
labor. Later he fled Belarus.


https://prisoners.spring96.org/ru/person/anastasija-vaitovicz
https://dev.by/news/zaderzhannym-prepodavatelyam-bgu-sutki
https://dev.by/news/zaderzhan-bgu-on-sozdaval-sputniki
https://officelife.media/news/23646-lukashenko-3-5-chasa-obshchalsya-so-studentami-v-bgu-luchshie-tsitaty/
https://dev.by/news/kot-interview
https://euroradio.fm/ru/prepodavatelya-bgu-denisa-tushinskogo-uvolili-posle-15-sutok-aresta
https://m.nashaniva.com/articles/269543/
https://reform.by/220054-mat-advokata-laevskogo-podala-v-sud-na-bgu
https://euroradio.fm/ru/mat-advokata-laevskogo-ne-smogla-vosstanovitsya-na-rabote-v-bgu-cherez-sud
https://reform.by/285859-siloviki-zahvatili-kanal-prepodavatelnicy-bgu-ona-zaderzhana
https://naviny.online/new/20210825/1629917009-v-minske-za-uchastie-v-proshlogodnih-akciyah-protesta-zaderzhan-prepodavatel

BSEU

At the moment there are 2 political prisoners in BSEU — Alexander Reznik and
Nikita Litvinenko. Nikita was sentenced to 4 years in a high-security colony, while
Alexander received 8 years in a high-security prison. In addition, at least 16
politically motivated expulsions were recorded at BSEU. At least 38 students faced
psychological pressure, 41 students were reprimanded.

On March 25, on Freedom Day, there were security forces within the walls of
Belarusian State Economic University.

For a demonstration on the campus, one student received a summons to the
police. Later he received 15 days of arrest. He was later forced to drop out of the
university.

BSEU student Anya Kravchenya was detained during the protest in the city. She
was sentenced to 15 days of administrative arrest. Eventually, she had to leave the
university.



https://prisoners.spring96.org/be/person/aljaksandr-reznik
https://prisoners.spring96.org/ru/person/mikita-litvinenka
https://telegraf.by/politika/kak-v-belarusi-otmechajut-den-voli-vse-o-prizyvah-silovikov-i-oppozicii/
https://t.me/bseu_initiative/1040
https://t.me/bseu_initiative/1148

An administrator at BSEU dormitory No. 8 asked the police to talk to a student,
who had raised his voice in a conversation with her. The policeman saw a White-
Red-White sticker on the student’s laptop and detained him. The student was
released the same day. Later, he lost his place in the dormitory.

After November 1st, the BSEU’s pro-governmental student union stopped
financially aiding the sick students, who are unvaccinated. Although, this is the
union's obligation. Later it turned out that such assistance was reduced to one
basic unit (=32 BYN as of 1st Jan 2022).

In the period, when BSEU was switching from one cleaning company to another,
the dormitory living spaces were not maintained, so the administration of the
dormitory No. 3 asked the students to clean the living spaces themselves, although
this is a violation of the dormitories’ internal order regulations. When the students
refused to do so, the dormitory administration removed the trash containers from
the toilets. After the situation was publicized, the trash containers were returned.

At least 3 BSEU professors were fired, and at least 5 more professors were forced to
leave the jobs on their own. One of the fired professors was Yury Lazebnik, Ph.D in
Juridical Sciences. During one of his lectures, he gave his legal evaluation of the
situation in the country. Someone has recorded his speech and informed the
dean's office.

Oleg Marikov, a lecturer at BSEU, pressured students by warning that the exam
would be more difficult to pass for the unvaccinated.

BSEU now employs KGB officers: Vice-Rector for Security and Human Resources
Oleg Lavrenko and security officer Maksim Krivopusk.

Additional cameras (5-6 per floor) were installed in BSEU, the cameras also record
sound. The BSEU initiative group believes that the university administration is
trying to establish total control over students and staff.

A photograph of the famous Belarusian swimmer Alexandra Gerasimenya, who has
publicly criticized the current government of Belarus and is the head of the Sports
Solidarity Fund, was removed from the BSEU commemorative stand for sports
achievers.

BSEU vice-rector for educational work Serhei Skriba was listed in the 4th package
of EU sanctions.



https://t.me/bseu_initiative/1062
https://t.me/bseu_initiative/1366
https://t.me/bseu_initiative/1117
https://charter97.org/ru/news/2021/7/5/428484/
https://t.me/bseu_initiative/1337
https://t.me/bseu_initiative/1257
https://t.me/bseu_initiative/1149
https://belsat.eu/ru/news/11-04-2021-foto-gerasimeni-ischezlo-s-doski-pocheta-bgeu/
https://svaboda.azureedge.net/a/31318409.html

BSPU

3 politically-motivated expulsions, 18 instances of exerting pressure on students
were reported.

A fourth-year student of the Faculty of History, Matvey Grinkevich, was detained
right in the dean’s office on November 10, 2021. The student was identified in a
protest-related photo and is now being accused of participating in “unauthorized
mass events”. A criminal case was initiated.

3 professors lost their jobs, including Nikolai Strekha, a member of Coordinating
Council (“KoopanHalmonHsiiz CoseT”)

In addition, a KGB officer is now employed at BSPU as a vice-rector for security.



https://spring96.org/ru/news/105645
https://nashaniva.com/?c=ar&i=261046&lang=ru
https://t.me/solidarbspu/395

MSLU

In MSLU, 2 students are recognized as political prisoners, 21 students were
expelled, 7 professors lost their jobs.

Some MSLU students were called in to the investigation committee for
questioning, many students had to attend meetings on “crime prevention”.

A new set of internal order regulations was introduced by the administration.
Students had to confirm being informed of the new rules with a signature.

According to the new rules in MSLU, it is now forbidden:
- to call for participation in demonstrations and marches;
- to organize gatherings, rallies, marches and other demonstrations without the
permission of the university administration;
- to conduct Internet broadcasts about the MSLU’s activities;
- to block corridors and create obstacles for free passage;
-to call for a strike.

19-year-old MSLU student Ilya Tananko, who was detained on March 19, 2021, was
sentenced to a year and a half of correctional labor under Art. 369 of the Criminal
Code (Insulting a representative of the authorities), for insulting the head of the
Minsk OMON, and now he is serving his sentence in a correctional facility in
Vitebsk.

MSLU professors were among the most active, compared to other universities in
Belarus. This fact has led to contract terminations (or refusals to renew contracts),
and arrests. For example, Yuri Shklyar, assistant professor of the theory and
practice of the German language, and his wife were arrested at 2 a.m. while at
home after Freedom Day (national holiday traditionally associated with
oppositionary activities).

Yuri Stulov, a professor with 50 years of experience did not have his contract
renewed.

Valeria Kramenevskaya, a professor of Russian as a foreign language, was detained

near the district court, where the trial of Maria Kolesnikova and Maksim Znak was
taking place.



https://t.me/MSLUstud/1169
https://t.me/MSLUstud/1092
https://www.mslu.by/normativnye-dokumenty/pravila-vnutrennego-rasporyadka
https://prisoners.spring96.org/ru/person/illja-tananka
https://t.me/MSLUstud/1122
https://t.me/MSLUstud/1294
https://t.me/viasna96/6655

BrSTU

1 student is recognized as a political prisoner, 11 students were expelled, 2
professors lost their jobs. Formal reprimands and threats for political activity took
place.

Student Mikhail Yakushevich sued the university for expelling him after the 2020
student strike. The expulsion of Mikhail and 8 other students was unlawful, as they
only had 1 formal reprimand each. In order to justify the unlawful expulsion, the
administration issued another formal reprimand to the students retroactively.
None of the students had seen or been notified of its existence. To obtain grounds
for the reprimand, the administration has asked the professor and head of the
Department of Artificial Intelligence Vladimir Golovko to report the students for
missing his classes. In case files, one could see no students’ signatures, which
confirms their ignorance of the reprimand.

At first, Mikhail's parents managed to convince Vladimir Golovko to testify in favor
of the student, but later when it was revealed that Vladimir is one of the main
witnesses of Mikhail, the parents could not reach him for some time. Several hours
later he announced his change of mind and refused to testify in favor of the
student. Mikhail lost the case. The student gathers evidence and plans to sue
again.

The KGB officers talked to student Vladislav Novitsky, and tried to recruit him,
threatening that he would be expelled and sent off to the army, if he refused. He
managed to leave Belarus by crossing the river on the border with Poland.
Vladislav is now studying with the help of the Kalinowski program.

Arseniy Sinyak and his father were arrested twice in 2020. In the first half of 2021
Arseniy was in a pre-trial detention center, waiting for the court session on the
“Khorovody” case (“XopoBomHoe mesno”). He was sentenced to 2 years of
correctional labor. He and his father managed to escape to Ukraine through Russia
before the court’s decision took effect (mid-May 2021). Now they are in Poland.

Ilya Migno has been in prison for 1.5 years. In August 2020 he was sentenced to 4.5

years in a high-security colony (strict regime). Nikita Uvarov was sentenced to 2
years of home confinement.



https://t.me/BrSTU97/82
https://t.me/freeBrSTU/107
https://t.me/freeBrSTU/107
https://t.me/freeBrSTU/230
https://prisoners.spring96.org/ru/person/illja-mihno
https://www.b-g.by/society/8-polnostju-priznali-vinu-5-otkazalis-ot-advokatov-v-breste-sudjat-pjatuju-partiju-obvinjaemyh-po-delu-o-horovode/

The former rector of the university, Dragan Vyacheslav Alexandrovich, who was
removed from the post in 2020, is now teaching part-time (one-quarter-time).
Rector of BrSTU, Alexander Bakhanovich, was included in the EU sanctions list for

partaking in repressions.



https://vb.by/society/people/o-naznachenii-novogo-rektora-uznal-tak-zhe-kak-i-vy-iz-telegram-kanala.html
https://svaboda.azureedge.net/a/31318409.html

GrsSu

1 student is recognized as a political prisoner (Andrey Gerasimovich was
sentenced to 2.5 years of detention in a penal colony).

There were 3 politically motivated expulsions. 15 students faced pressure from the
university administration. 18 students received formal reprimands. 8 professors
have lost their jobs.

GrSU untimely revoked the opportunity for students to participate in ERASMUS+
exchange programs. Those who have already purchased the tickets and insurance
had to cancel the trips and simply lost their money.

Aleksey Bezzubik, a KGB officer, is employed at the university as Vice-Rector for
Security.



https://prisoners.spring96.org/ru/person/andrei-herasimovicz
https://ru.hrodna.life/2020/09/25/cisk-na-studjenta/
https://t.me/grsuperemeny/1136
https://t.me/grsuperemeny/1142

PSU

At least 2 politically motivated expulsions, 18 students faced pressure from the
university administration. At least 2 students received formal reprimands. A
fourth-year student of Polotsk State University Alexander Lon was detained in
January for insulting a judge in a Telegram chat. His home was searched, his
mobile phone and computer were confiscated. Then he was detained for three
days. Not long before, he was summoned to the prosecutor's office, where he was
issued a warning under Article 23.34 of the Code of Administrative Offenses.

In March 2021, PSU students took part in a solidarity flash mob and shaved their
heads. Not long after, the participants of the flash mob were summoned to the
prosecutor's office for a preventive conversation.

In March, one of the flash mob participants, Alesya Buka, was charged with
insulting a government official. The student was detained in the dormitory, her
room was searched. The police officers confiscated all her devices. The student
spent 72 hours in the isolation ward and was released. In July, another flash mob
participant, Anna Bogdanova, was detained for 72 hours on criminal charges.

At least 4 PSU professors have lost their jobs. One of them, Viktor Yakubov, Ph.D. in

History, was formally dismissed for absenteeism while he was serving his 4th 15-
day administrative arrest. A doctor of historical sciences Vladimir Lobach and the
head of the design department Andrey Veriga left the university by agreement of
the parties.



https://nash-dom.info/lib/browse/monitoring-repressij-protiv-studentov-v-avguste-2020-marte-2021-gg#_ftn34
https://nashaniva.com/?c=ar&i=269696&lang=ru
https://euroradio.fm/ru/polockuyu-studentku-alesyu-buku-zaderzhali-za-oskorblenie-predstavitelya-vlasti
https://reform.by/239548-polockuju-studentku-zaderzhali-na-72-chasa-po-ugolovnoj-state
https://d3rebrwga7u6ai.cloudfront.net/?c=ar&i=278520&lang=ru
https://t.me/pguprotivnasilia/40

Other Universities

BSTU

At least 6 politically motivated expulsions have been reported at BSTU, 55 students
have been subjected to psychological pressure, at least 4 students and 2
professors have received formal reprimands.

BarSU

One politically motivated expulsion has been reported at BarSU, 9 students have
received formal reprimands. 5 instances of psychological pressure were reported
by students of BarSU.

BSUPC

At least 4 students have been expelled from BSUPC. 10 cases of pressure towards
students were reported. 4 students received formal reprimands. Ph.D in cultural
studies Vadim Mozheiko publicly left the university in protest.

BSUCA

16 politically motivated expulsions have been reported, at least 40 students have
been subjected to psychological pressure.

Danila Ilchuk, a member of the BSUCA strike committee (initiative group) was
expelled for participating in the student strike on October 26, 2020. Before the
expulsion, he had not received any warnings or reprimands and the university had
no formal reason to expel the student.

7 professors left the university. Among them is Dmitry Matuizo. Oleg Urkel, Yulia
Chernyavskaya, Vitaly Mikhailov, Lilia Ilyushina resigned in solidarity with their
repressed colleagues.

BSAA
At least 21 politically motivated expulsions were reported at BSAA, 17 students

faced psychological pressure, 6 students were reprimanded, and 6 professors lost
their jobs. 2 BSAA students are recognised as political prisoners.


https://by.tribuna.com/tribuna/blogs/navulicymajoj/2882792.html
https://belsat.eu/ru/news/pozdravlyayu-vas-otchislili-v-belarusi-massovo-vygonyayut-studentov-iz-vuzov/
https://dumka.me/uyvolneniya

Mikhail Borozna, rector of the BSAA, was mentioned in the 4th EU sanctions list.

VSMU

A student of VSMU, Polina Nitchenko, was detained for participating in a solidarity
demonstration (solidarity with students prisoners), and convicted, for the second
time, for 10 days. Dean of the Medical Faculty Marina Fomina and professor
Yaroslav Perevalov, as well as Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs Natalya
Konevalova, participated in intimidating Polina. In February 2021, after two arrests,
Polina was expelled.

At least 3 students were deprived of scholarships and/or a dormitory place,
another 27 students were subjected to various kinds of pressure.

3 VSMU professors were fired for political reasons, 2 were subjected to threats.



https://mediazona.by/news/2021/06/21/sanctions
https://telegra.ph/Istoriya-Poliny-Nitchenko-04-21

Other Incidents

In 2021, many students from different universities had to attend
“disciplinary meetings” organized by the university administration. At the
meetings, the students were lectured on various offenses (and forms of
punishment), e.g. participating in university demonstrations or possession
of controlled substances. Representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
and other law enforcement agencies were the speakers at these meetings.
For example, the press secretary of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Olga
Chemodanova came to BSAM to hold a speech.

Many universities carried out the task of handing out summons for military
service to male students. For example, the military registration department
of BSUIR began calling politically active students and inviting them to pick
up their summonses for military service. MSLU administration called
students to the university to hand them summons as well. This practice is
common for many universities in Belarus, and the state uses this as


https://www.bsuir.by/ru/tsentr-kadrovoy-raboty
https://t.me/peaceful_bsuir/1359
https://t.me/MSLUstud/989

a leverage to exert pressure on politically active students with threats of the
following character “you will be expelled and conscripted”.

In 2021 the Belarus government used the so-called “extremist articles” to punish
dissidents, and independent student associations are no exception. It is known to
BSA that the content of the Telegram channels of student initiative groups of
MSLU, BNTU, BSUIR, BrSTU, GrSU and Telegram chats of BSU, BSUIR, BNTU,
BrSTU, GrSU, as well as GrSU's Instagram page were recognized as extremist.

The trend of annual growth in tuition fees at Belarusian universities has continued
in 2021. Tuition fees were increased in BSU, BSUIR, BNTU, BSMU, BSEU and MSLU.

In addition, at the request of the Belarusian authorities, the Goethe Institute and
the German Academic Exchange Service have stopped operating in Belarus.



https://t.me/zbsunion/2522
https://telegraf.by/obshhestvo/belorusskie-vuzy-massovo-podnimajut-ceny-na-obuchenie-kakie-i-na-skolko/
https://telegraf.by/obshhestvo/belorusskie-vuzy-massovo-podnimajut-ceny-na-obuchenie-kakie-i-na-skolko/
https://t.me/MSLUstud/1334
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/newsroom/belarus-daad-gi/2469002

Good Practices

The German Education Union (GEW) has suspended cooperation with BSU.
Consequently, all German universities, which partake in it, have also suspended
their programs. BSU had cooperation programs with 19 German universities. All of
these universities have GEW union structures.

In early May, the delegation of BSA's international department represented the
Belarusian students at the annual Board Meeting of the European Student Union
(ESU), which unites all student associations in Europe. 47 student unions in
Europe signed a joint resolution on the "crisis of human rights in the academic
community in Belarus" and called for suspension of cooperation with the
Belarusian institutions and universities that have records of repression.

The Scientific Council of Kherson State University supported the appeal to
suspend cooperation with BarSU, BSPU and GrSU in hopes to positively influence
the situation in the country.

On Friday, October 22, the University of Bremen sent a letter to BNTU, suspending
the funding of joint projects. The BSU administration will also receive such a letter.
The University of Jena announced the freezing of cooperation with Belarusian
universities, and the University of Tubingen is considering not extending
cooperation. It is worth noting that the Bremen and Tubingen universities directly
help repressed Belarusian students.

The University of German Pforzheim suspended the cooperation agreement with
BSUIR, which had been in place for more than 10 years.



https://profspb.by/page19518132.html
https://www.esu-online.org/?policy=bm80-resolution-on-human-rights-crisis-in-academia-in-belarus-in-the-period-december
https://www.facebook.com/spivakovsky.alexander/posts/1806428616196133
https://news.zerkalo.io/life/5745.html
https://news.zerkalo.io/life/5745.html
https://charter97.org/ru/news/2021/12/27/448992/

The State of Belarusian Students
in Exile

At this point, hundreds of Belarusian students are studying in European
universities after losing their places in Belarusian universities.

BSA expresses its gratitude for solidarity with repressed members of Belarusian
academia. However, it is crucial to mention the lack of transparency and student
participation in decision making bodies of support systems for Belarusian
students. Furthermore, according to data received from applicants and approved
by BSA, there have been certain inconsistencies between repression cases’
urgency and quality of communication with stakeholders involved in selection. To
our deep regret, the cases of sudden changes in timelines, ignoring decision
announcement deadlines, critical delays in payments, consequently, challenging
financial situation of students who are not able to cover their basic needs, which
results in their inability to function to the fullest of their motivation and potential.
These are some of the issues BSA has been witnessing since the scholarships were
announced.

In December 2020 the European Commission announced an assistance program
for Belarusian civil society “EU4Belarus: solidarity with the people of Belarus”,
including support for youth and young professionals fleeing from persecution. The
idea and details of the proposed support were described in the corresponding
guidelines which also identified deadlines for submission and consideration of
applications. Belarusian Students’ Association received many inquiries and
complaints about the lack of transparency in decision-making processes, which
the Association handed over to the Central Project Management Agency, based in
Vilnius, Lithuania.

Nevertheless, another issue has been raised: allocated scholarships have not
reached the recipients, despite the fact that about 3 months have passed since the
deadline.

There is proven evidence of students who found themselves in a situation of
financial uncertainty due to this delay. For example, Danila Lavretski, a forced
refugee from Belarus who now studies in Czech Republic, was approved by the
Agency in November, but has not received any updates on the payments since.
Aliaksandr Busen, an expelled student and exiled activist from Belarus who now
studies in Poland, was also approved by the Agency and has not received any
precise information. Nadzeya Sedun, Katsiaryna Shulhan, among others, have


https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTXHeAX2IyoEINMdnTmBTUOENjtrxEszASgd5XQGHD5Gsy1MUm7y_P5hvRDSVrJJQ/pub

found themselves in the same situation.

There is also exceptional case of this nature: an expelled student from Hrodna
State University who now lives and studies in Lithuania and was nominated to the
scholarship, has committed a suicide atempt. Her friends and colleagues believe
that this happened due to her severe psycho emotional state, which was caused in
no small part by her financial predicament.

The Romanian scholarship program initiated by the Ministry of Education of
Romania has not initially revealed the sum of the monthly scholarship to be paid,
while the the ministries’ and universities’ representatives were ignoring the
applicants’ inquiries on the matter and students in need are now realizing that the
sum of approximately 65 euro is not sufficient to cover even the basic needs. This,
in part, hinders their ability to study to the fullest of their motivation and potential.
At the same time, the scholarship description states that universities may top up
the monthly scholarship depending on the quality of applications. However, not all
the Romanian universities provided the students in need with additional funds, for
example, the representative of Babes-Bolyai University responded to one of the
nominees of the scholarship Maksim Zafranski, a repressed activist from Belarus,
that Babes-Bolyai University does not offer extra scholarships to the holders of
Romanian Government Scholarships.

Table below shows the issues associated with any given scholarship

Issue Kalinowski EU4Belarus 100 pentru Students at Hilde-Domin
Program (Poland, Belarus Risk (Norway) Program
(Poland) Lithuania, Latvia, (Romania) (Germany)

Czech Republic)

Delayed payment = -

No student representation in + + + +
the selection process

Delayed decision + -

announcement

Difficulties in communication® + + + + +
Sudden shortening of +

application timeframe

* ignoring specific inquiries, replying late, no reply at all



https://www.edu.ro/100pentruBelarus

World Bank Project “Modernization
of Higher Education in the Republic
of Belarus”

Having analyzed the available information about the project "Modernization of
Higher Education in the Republic of Belarus" in order to determine whether the
principle of transparency and public participation were implemented, the
following conclusions can be drawn.

First, despite the attention paid to ensuring the transparency of the Bank-financed
projects' implementation, the lack of clear criteria for its assessment in terms of
planning, decision-making and reporting allows the borrower to treat this
requirement formally. Obtaining a holistic view of the project is difficult,
information is not being presented systematically, it is presented in fragments, in
some cases accessing the information is difficult.

Special attention is to be paid to the limited information on the components: 2.
Innovation in teaching and learning, 3. Quality assurance, 4. Project management.

Despite the fact that the project includes a number of mechanisms for public
participation, their adequacy and especially their implementation raise questions.
Late development of stakeholder engagement plans indicates a low level of
stakeholder involvement at the project planning stage. When certain stakeholders
lack specifics, vulnerable groups are considered solely as persons with disabilities.

Many of the provided public participation mechanisms are formal in nature, aimed
at informing stakeholders, excluding the possibility of bilateral cooperation and
their participation in decision-making. In fact, reporting on the plans is not
provided.




Recommendations

In 2021, the repressions targeted at the academia in Belarus increased in their
scale. Students, former students, university professors, and employees were
subjected to persecution, while university administrators closely cooperated with
law enforcement agencies, aiding in singling out and punishing the activists. Many
universities have introduced the position of Vice-rector for Security. Those
positions are occupied by former or acting KGB officers or representatives of other
state security agencies. Apart from acting as ideologues, they represented the
interests of the authorities in universities by monitoring compliance with the new
regulations, singling out, and persecuting dissidents.

To date, there are 53 officially recognized student political prisoners in Belarus and
1 professor among 1007 political prisoners as of January 27, 2022. People are
incarcerated for their political views. Hundreds of members of Belarusian
academia were forced into exile and cannot return home. Their path to higher
education was harshly interrupted and they are now trying to exercise their right
to a higher education in safer countries. We express our gratitude to the EU and all
the countries that stand in solidarity with the Belarusian exiled academia and
support it via scholarship programs. This support provides another chance for the
unlawfully expelled students and dismissed professors to follow their professional
path.

Considering the aforementioned facts and bearing in mind the precarious
financial situation Belarusian students find themselves in, BSA calls upon:

1) all stakeholders, including the European Commission, Central Project
Management Agency, Office of Education for New Belarus, Education Exchanges
Support Foundation of the Republic of Lithuania, State Education Development
Agency of the Republic of Latvia, Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange,
Czech National Agency for International Education and Research, to take
immediate actions in order to deliver the promised payments as soon as possible
and to take measures to prevent such situations in the future.

2) the European Commission, to increase the amount of student support systems
for those who are fleeing persecution.

3) to include the Republic of Romania in the next allocation of the funds of
“EU4Belarus: solidarity with the people of Belarus”, as there are repressed


https://www.dw.com/ru/chislo-politzakljuchennyh-v-belarusi-prevysilo-1000-chelovek/a-60581290

Belarusian students in need of support, studying in Romanian universities.

4) to increase transparency of the selection processes within the established and
support programs, e.g. selection criteria.

5) to include the national student unions in the decision making processes
regarding student support systems.

6) European universities to suspend their partnership programs with Belarusian
universities, administrations of which have been participating in repressions.

7) the World Bank to suspend financing of the project "Modernization of Higher
Education in the Republic of Belarus" until adequate mechanisms of ensuring
transparency and public participation are introduced.




